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Mission Illuminates Path for Next
Generation of Lasallian Leaders

the first word

Passing It On
BY JULIA WALSH, ’12

WHEN I ENTERED LA SALLE AS A

freshman in 2008, following in the
footsteps of my father, late grandfather,
aunts, and uncles, I already felt a part
of the Explorer tradition. But I was
about to embark on a journey of
service that would instill in me a zeal
for the Lasallian mission that I hadn’t
anticipated. That journey truly began
with my first trip for Project Appalachia.
One of the many service opportunities available to La Salle students, the
weeklong trip to Harlan, Ky., may not
be affiliated with the Christian Brothers,
but there’s something distinctly
Lasallian about the experience. Forty
people spend a week together in a cabin
in the mountains of Kentucky, working with members of the Harlan County
community to meet a basic need for
someone who goes without a home.
At the end of the week, we had not
only completed building a home, but
we had also built lifelong connections
with one another. As a four-year trip
participant and former coordinator,
I felt my faith most strengthened and
fulfilled in Harlan. It was one of the
many experiences I had as an undergraduate at La Salle that laid a crucial
foundation for my journey of faith,
service, and community.
I became heavily involved in
University Ministry and Service
(UMAS), participating in service trips
to Guatemala and Harlan as well as
leading retreats. Through the Honors
Program, the Leadership and Global
Understanding program, and the
Kemper Scholars Program, I gained
a better understanding of the world,
the issues facing us in society, and
what my role could be in shaping
the future.

These experiences led me to seriously discern a year of service after
graduation. Although I investigated
several programs, I only applied for
the Lasallian Volunteers—despite my
firm belief that I did not want to be a
teacher or work in a school—because
I wanted to continue to explore and
grow in the Lasallian charism.
During my two years as a Lasallian
Volunteer, I began to comprehend
just how large the Lasallian world is,
and I grew more deeply in my understanding of community by living with
other volunteers and five Christian
Brothers, whose life experiences,
wisdom, and humor made an indelible
impact upon me.
I became a part of the tight-knit
and welcoming community at Cristo
Rey Jesuit High School-Twin Cities
in Minneapolis, a Catholic college-prep
school for low-income students who
work in corporate internships to pay
about half of their tuition. After my
first month, I knew one year would
not be sufficient. In my second year,
I found myself teaching a ninth-grade

religion class, while also serving as
Assistant Campus Minister and Writing
Lab Coordinator. I had many different
roles in the school, which allowed me
to further identify with our mission
and work tirelessly to live it—but in all
of them, I was challenged to support
my students academically, spiritually,
and emotionally.
I could write for pages about how
my experience as a Lasallian Volunteer
changed my life and led me back to
La Salle to pursue a master’s degree
in secondary education and English
and a career in education. Instead,
I will say this: La Salle asked me the
“big questions” and challenged me
to answer them. La Salle gave me the
tools to grow academically, spiritually,
and socially.
That is how La Salle prepares the
next generation of Lasallian leaders—
meeting us where we are; touching
our hearts and minds both inside and
outside of the classroom; molding us
into people concerned about social
justice; and inspiring us to make a
positive difference in the world in the
spirit of St. John Baptist de La Salle.
La Salle instills in us a desire to give
to others what has been given to us.
As a graduate assistant in UMAS, I have
the opportunity to do just that by
serving as a resource to other Explorers
discerning post-graduate service.
At the end of my two years of
service at Cristo Rey, one of my final
tasks as an LV was to plan and execute
our school’s first service trip. Returning
to Harlan, Ky., with six students and
two coworkers, I had the blessing
of witnessing a place that changed
my life change the lives of my students.
It doesn’t get any more Lasallian
than that.
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Mission Illuminates Path for Next
Generation of Lasallian Leaders
BY MARIAN BUTCHER, M.A. ’08

MORE THAN 300 YEARS AFTER ST. JOHN BAPTIST DE LA SALLE
BLAZED A NEW TRAIL IN CATHOLIC EDUCATION, THE WARM
GLOW OF THE LASALLIAN MISSION HAS CONTINUED TO LIGHT
THE WAY FOR CHRISTIAN BROTHERS AND LAYPEOPLE ALIKE.
LA SALLE UNIVERSITY HAS MADE A SPECIAL COMMITMENT
TO NURTURING LASALLIAN LEADERS WHO WILL USE THAT
MISSION AS A BEACON TO ILLUMINATE NEW PATHS IN THEIR
PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND TO WORK
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE BROTHERS TO SHARE THAT LIGHT
WITH OTHERS.
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“La Salle is a great contributor
to living the Lasallian mission in the
District of Eastern North America,”
said Maryann Donohue-Lynch,
Associate Executive Director for
Mission and Ministry for the Brothers’
District of Eastern North America
(DENA). “It’s also a place where the
administration has always been encouraging for faculty and staff to participate

in Lasallian formation programs and
even to be creators of Lasallian formation programs. As a ministry of higher
education in DENA, La Salle is a
place we can look to for leadership
in the District.”
According to Margaret M.
McGuinness, Ph.D., La Salle’s Vice
President for Mission, leadership
around the mission is essential at every

stage of an individual’s interaction with
the University—from the prospective
student determining whether La Salle
is the right fit, to the alum still engaged
decades after graduation.
“The more members of our community who understand the mission,
the more visible the mission will be
on our campus,” McGuinness said.

A National Lasallian Effort
The international network of Lasallian institutions in higher education has
made great strides in forging deeper
connections through the Lasallian
Leadership Conference over the past
three years. This summer, Lasallian
student leaders from across the U.S.
introduced a new stateside initiative that
will strengthen the national Lasallian
network by leaps and bounds.
The Regional Lasallian Pilot Program
(RLPP) convened at Saint Mary’s
College of California in Moraga from
May 27 to June 3, 2014, and included
students from the six Lasallian colleges
and universities in the United States:
La Salle University, Saint Mary’s
College of California, Manhattan
College in Riverdale, N.Y., Christian
Brothers University in Memphis, Tenn.,
Lewis University in Romeoville, Ill.,
and Saint Mary’s University of
Minnesota in Winona.
“I knew there were international
Lasallian resources I could utilize and
local resources at La Salle I could tap
into, but I didn’t realize how accessible
the national network was to me until
this conference,” said La Salle senior
John Schatz.
The RLPP itself is a testament to
the participants’ leadership development, as the students created, organized,
and ran the entire conference themselves, with some logistical and resource
support from faculty and staff.
Schatz was one of 27 attendees
at the inaugural national conference,

La Salle senior Jasmine Small (right) and other attendees at the Regional Lasallian Pilot Program paint signs
to install in the community garden at Saint Martin de Porres, a Catholic elementary school in Oakland, Calif.

along with classmates Jes Smith and
Jasmine Small and La Salle Resident
Coordinator Molly McKeogh, who
served as a staff leader on the trip.
McKeogh believes it is important for
Lasallian institutions to foster this type
of bond with each other to expand
the reach of the Lasallian mission.
“The six universities are far apart
geographically, and yet the ties that
bind us are incredible,” she said. “We
shared ideas about what our individual
institutions are doing to promote the
Lasallian mission, and we came up
with some exciting initiatives to keep
us all connected.”
Two of those initiatives include coordinating a retreat for La Salle students
about the life of St. John Baptist
de La Salle and creating a quarterly news-

letter to help foster community among
Lasallian colleges and universities.
“We want to get a student group
going—because there are only three of
us (who attended the conference) and
we have some big ideas that we can’t
carry out on our own,” Schatz said.
“It’s really critical for us to establish
an organization here at La Salle to
institutionalize the program so that
it’s not a one-time deal.”
The students are currently working
with University Ministry and Service
and the Office of Mission to make that
happen. In addition, they’re in touch
with students from the five other
Lasallian schools to organize next
year’s RLPP because they hope to
make it an annual conference, with
each school taking a turn as host.

—Nicole Woods, ’06, and
Colleen Mullarkey, M.A., ’06
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Welcoming Youth
into a ‘Life of Faith’
Each year, La Salle opens its doors
to many Lasallian groups, which tap
into the University’s resources to
help them to make connections with
others who share in the mission. One
such group, members of the Lasallian
Youth program, have gathered several
times on campus for the Lasallian
Youth Assembly.
The Lasallian Youth program, conducted in the more than 50 Lasallian
high schools in the Brothers’ North
American Region, guides students
who want to serve their communities,
above and beyond any community

service hours their high schools might
require for graduation. More than
120 students and dozens of their
advisers attended this summer’s Lasallian Youth Assembly at La Salle. During
the week-long gathering, the students
lived in La Salle residence halls, participated in discussions on faith, shared
ideas, and took on several service projects.
In hosting the Assembly every few
years, La Salle not only helps the students
find community in each other, but also
can identify future student leaders who
could fit at La Salle, said Brother Edward
Hofmann, F.S.C., ’70, who helped to
organize this summer’s program.
“It’s another good place to meet
the kind of kids we want to have on

our campus,” said Br. Edward, who
also recruits prospective students from
Lasallian high schools for La Salle’s
Office of Undergraduate Admission.
The Lasallian Youth program has
been successful in identifying and
nurturing future Lasallian leaders
who carry their early lessons on the
importance of faith, service, and
community into their college years
and their professional careers.
“Former students have become
Brothers, priests, sisters, teachers,
social workers, lawyers, and advocates
for children,” Br. Edward said. “They
have found their vocations and their
meaning in life—to be involved in
a life of faith.”

Giving Back to the Lasallian Community
Upon graduating with a bachelor’s
degree in English and history, Julia
Walsh, ’12, didn’t have her career path
mapped out just yet, but she was certain
about her next step—a long-term
volunteer experience. Heavily involved
with University Ministry and Service
(UMAS) and service trips during her
time at La Salle, Walsh saw the Lasallian
Volunteer program as an obvious choice.
“From being at La Salle for four
years, I really connected with the

Lasallian Volunteers’ core values of
faith, service, and community,” she
said. “I wanted to explore more about
what the Lasallian mission meant outside of La Salle. The program was
crucial to helping me see how large
the Lasallian world is and how I could
still be a part of it even after graduation.”
That network includes 28 different
ministries connected with the Christian
Brothers in 14 states across the country.
Many of these locations rely heavily

on volunteers to help carry out their
mission to serve those who “are
marginalized or live on the edge,”
said Brother Bob Kinzler, F.S.C., ’77,
UMAS Director. These volunteers
commit to a year or more of service,
living with Christian Brothers while
they carry out their assignments in
these needy communities.
Since the program officially
launched in 1989, 27 graduates from
La Salle have served as Lasallian
Volunteers in a variety of settings and
roles. In her two years volunteering
at Cristo Rey Jesuit High School in
Minneapolis, Walsh was a jack-of-alltrades—a teaching assistant for the
ninth-grade English classes, the Writing
Lab Coordinator, and a physical
education and religion teacher. She
even helped out in the nurse’s office,
chaperoned college visit trips, and
worked in campus ministry.
“The Lasallian Volunteer program
is a great way to explore who you are
Julia Walsh, ’12 (left), works alongside students from
Cristo Rey Jesuit High School in Minneapolis to build
a house for Christian Outreach for Appalachian
People in Harlan, Ky.
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‘Enter to Learn;
Leave to Serve’
La Salle students have a range of options
available for them to engage with the
mission. The Explorer Café, a series of
weekly forums on thought-provoking
topics, featured a presentation by
three faculty members earlier this year,
“What Does It Mean to be Lasallian?,”
that delved into the five core principles
of the Lasallian mission: concern for
the poor and social justice, faith in the
presence of God, quality education,
inclusive community, and respect
for all persons.
Through Community Engagement
and Service-Learning initiatives,

and what you want to be in the world,
and an opportunity to try out who
you have become while in college,”
Br. Bob said.
That was certainly the case for Walsh,
whose calling became clear through
her Lasallian Volunteer experience.
While she never dreamt of being an
educator, she’s now back at La Salle
pursuing her master’s degree in
secondary education because she fell
in love with teaching at Cristo Rey.
“I was so grateful for the experience.
And it was another reason to be grateful for La Salle for helping to lead me
in that direction,” Walsh said.
The Lasallian Volunteer experience
led Andrew Weingarten, ’08, to
continue carrying out the mission
in another Lasallian role—serving
as Director of Residence Life at
Manhattan College in New York.
“If you’re interested in becoming a
Lasallian Volunteer, do it,” Weingarten
said. “The program provides real-life
training and experience you can take
into a variety of careers.”

students and faculty are encouraged
to go beyond the confines of the
traditional classroom and reach out
into the community. Several courses
have been developed that integrate
the key principles of the mission into
the curriculum.
Twenty-five community-based
service-learning courses are currently
offered to engage students with the
community and encourage them to

make connections between course
content and problems in society. They
include a public relations management
course that partners with nonprofit
organizations for public relations
projects and a business law course
that incorporates a project related
to social responsibility and corporate
citizenship. A new Community-Based
Learning Faculty Fellows Program is
working to develop about five new

Her final task as a Lasallian Volunteer at Cristo Rey High School in Minneapolis, Julia Walsh, ’12, coordinated
the school’s first service trip. She’s pictured here at their work site in Pineville, Ky., with six Cristo Rey students,
three Cristo Rey chaperones, and two carpenters who work with Christian Outreach for Appalachian People.

Like Walsh, he was initially attracted
to the program because of service trips
he participated in at La Salle. “I liked
meeting, learning about, and learning
from people whose lives were totally
different than mine,” he said. “I saw
my first year after college as my last
opportunity to do something like that
on a long-term basis. It would be hard
to dedicate a year of service later in
life, with a full-time job, family, etc.”
Weingarten first volunteered at
San Juan Diego Middle School in
Racine, Wis., teaching computers
and technology. He also taught math
and science and oversaw the school’s
breakfast and lunch program.
Like Walsh, Weingarten enjoyed
his experience so much that he signed
on for a second year. Unfortunately,

the middle school closed for financial
reasons. But Weingarten stayed in
Racine to help a group of people,
including Christian Brothers, start
the John XXIII Education Center.
“It is an after-school tutoring and
mentoring center that is flourishing
today,” he said.
Weingarten describes his time as a
Lasallian Volunteer as a “tremendous
experience that I will never forget”
for more reasons than one—he met
his wife through the program.
Through the experience, he not
only found the love of his life, but
also lessons he would take with him
throughout his life. “I worked with
students and families who had very
little but who taught me a lot about
life and the world,” he said.

—Amanda Koehler, ‘07
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Giving the Opportunity to Succeed
Located on the very same grounds
where La Salle College first opened
its doors in 1863, La Salle Academy
was started to fulfill the same mission—
to educate the marginalized in the
community.
Jim Lynch, ’71, Chair of La Salle
Academy’s Board of Trustees, helped
launch the school at Second and Jefferson Streets in Philadelphia a little more
than a decade ago. At the time, several
inner-city schools had closed because
of the financial strain many parishes
and families faced, and the Christian
Brothers and Sisters of St. Joseph
in the area recognized the need for
a Catholic presence in education.
Sister Jeanne McGowan, S.S.J.,
President of La Salle Academy and
the 2013 recipient of an honorary
degree from La Salle University, was
put in charge of spearheading the
effort to start a school on the grounds
that formerly housed La Salle College
and St. Michael’s Parish School.
That’s when Lynch got involved.
“Sister Jeanne called me for a simple
reason—I am her cousin,” said Lynch,
who is a managing partner of Patriot

Kathleen, ’77, and Jim Lynch, ’71, with La Salle Academy President Sister Jeanne McGowan, S.S.J. (center),
at La Salle Academy’s 10-year anniversary gala in 2013.

Financial Partners. “She was seeking
my personal and professional opinion
on whether it was possible. I said, ‘Why
not?’ and so she said, ‘Well, if I’m going
to do it, you’re going to help me.’”
Of course, Lynch, who is a former
Chair of the Board of Trustees at
La Salle University and who also served
on the Board of Trustees at Father
Judge High School, was an easy sell.
He and his wife, Kathleen, ’77, support
many philanthropic causes, but those
based in education are closest to their
hearts. Rev. Herbert Sperger, M.Div.,
then pastor of St. Michael’s, was also

instrumental in getting the new school
off the ground.
“We saw that inner-city public
education was broken, and that it
started in the elementary schools,”
Lynch said. “If you don’t get them
young, if you don’t help those boys
and girls become men and women,
you might not get them at all.”
That’s why La Salle Academy is
dedicated to educating children in
grades three through eight whose
potential is limited by financial, social,
academic, or emotional challenges.
Their parents or guardians would like
to provide them with a Catholic education, but with an average household
income of just $18,500 per year, these
families just can’t afford it. Supported
almost entirely by donations, the school
has an enrollment of 90 students.
La Salle alum Matt Joram, ’05,
has taught many of them. A former
Lasallian Volunteer, Joram spent two
years after graduation in Tulsa, Okla.,
teaching in a school that employed
the San Miguel model of education.
It’s the same model used at La Salle
Academy—so when Joram heard
about a job opening eight years ago,
he jumped at the opportunity.
A seventh-grade teacher at La Salle Academy,
Matt Joram, ’05, helps students conduct a chemistry
lab project in class.
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With small class sizes of about
15 children, the San Miguel model
espouses an extended school day
(8 a.m. to 5 p.m.) and academic year
(September to July) to help students
more readily retain lessons and to
reduce unsupervised time after school.
The extended hours allow students to
participate in a variety of enrichment
clubs not usually associated with the
traditional curriculum. In addition,
the school runs Homework Club from
4 to 5 p.m., when local volunteers,
including students from La Salle
University, tutor children who need
extra help.
“I love teaching with this model,”
Joram said. “It allows teachers to really
form relationships with their students,
and I think that enables progress. And
we do see major progress in our students
from third to eighth grade.”
In a given year, La Salle Academy
students spend 585 more hours in
school than their peers, and it’s hard
to argue with the results. The academy
boasts a 96 percent daily attendance
rate, a 95 percent retention rate, and
a high school graduation rate close
to 90 percent. The school also offers
a graduate support program that
provides graduates with computers
that have Internet access as well as the
guidance they need to move forward.
“So many of these kids don’t have
the support network that many of
us had growing up,” Lynch said.
“Maybe 50 percent of them would
get enough of an education not to
be limited by circumstances, but the
other 50 percent—they’d get lost in
the cracks. We’re just trying to expose
them to their options and give them
the opportunity to succeed.”
For more information on La Salle
Academy or how you can get involved,
visit www.lasalleacademy.net.
—Frank Visco, ’08, ’14

—Heather McGee, Ph.D.,
Director of Community Engagement
and Service-Learning.
community-based service-learning
courses each year on topics related to
ecology of urban life, animal advocacy,
poverty, and public health.
“Through direct service in the
community, students can gain a
deeper understanding of a wide range
of societal problems and become
better equipped to respond to them
as active and engaged citizens,” said
Heather McGee, Ph.D., Director
of Community Engagement and
Service-Learning. “Community-based
service-learning courses drive home
the relevance of course content, bring
disciplines to life, and enrich the
learning experience.”
The integration of mission into
students’ academic experience is a
crucial step in carrying on the mission
and developing future leaders, said
Margaret McCarty, Executive Director
of the Lasallian Region of North
America for the Christian Brothers
Conference in Washington, D.C.
“Many of our schools have the theme,
‘Enter to learn; leave to serve’,”
McCarty said. “All of our schools do
work toward developing these characteristics (of faith, service, and community)
so that students may lead more fruitful lives because of their Lasallian
education.”

Articulating the Mission
for the Community
Faculty and staff, whether they’re
brand new to La Salle or campus
veterans, have perhaps the most
significant role to play in bringing
the mission to life for the La Salle
community. In addition to faculty
development activities sponsored by
the Explorer Connection that work
to build community and support
mentorship among faculty, several
formation programs are also available
to connect faculty and staff to
the regional, national, and global
Lasallian network.
“Part of the goal (of those programs)
is to not only learn and know more
deeply the Lasallian mission, but also
to then meet people from partner
institutions across the globe,” McCarty
said. “La Salle—both in big ways and
small ways—is very connected to the
region and to the worldwide institute.”
Between three formation programs—
the International Lasallian University
Leadership Program, the Lasallian
Leadership Institute, and the new
Brother John Johnston Institute of
Contemporary Lasallian Practice—
La Salle has offered Lasallian leadership
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development to nearly 50 faculty and
staff members over the past several years.
This past June, three La Salle
professors—Janine Mariscotti of
the Social Work Department, Kathi
McNichol, ’75, MBA ’81, of the
Finance Department, and Elizabeth
Langemak, Ph.D., of the English
Department—joined nearly 50 representatives from Lasallian colleges and
universities around the world for the
two-week-long International Lasallian
University Leadership Program
in Rome, Italy, sponsored by the
International Association of Lasallian
Universities (IALU).
Through presentations on Catholic
intellectual tradition, lessons on the
history of the Christian Brothers and
the life of St. La Salle, and conversations
with the other participants, Mariscotti,
McNichol, and Langemak said they
felt energized by the realization that
there are many others who are also
committed to sustaining the traditions
of Lasallian education.
“The Christian Brothers have this
education as part of their initiation
into the order, but lay faculty do not,
and it’s important to know the significance of the legacy of St. La Salle,”
McNichol said. “I found the whole
program really empowering, to see
that this mission is being accomplished
across the globe.”
All three of La Salle’s IALU participants said they returned with a changed
perspective on the mission and its
application to their work as teachers.
“IALU helped me to think about
what I can personally do to further the

—Janine Mariscotti
Lasallian tradition, both as a teacher
and an individual invested in our
community,” Langemak said. “I’m
really interested in how to take the
ideas we discussed at IALU and make
them tangible, not only in programming, but in my personal interactions
with students and colleagues.”
“I now know I have a responsibility
to articulate the mission to and for
students, staff, and faculty,” Mariscotti
said. “I’ve always felt as if I know what
it means to be Lasallian, and I believe
I try to act in ways that are Lasallian.
IALU taught me to not only ‘feel’ it,
but to also articulate Lasallian mission
and values. I’m committed to being
more articulate and forthright about
what it means to be Lasallian.”
An additional three faculty and staff
members—Andy Lafond, CPA, ’86,
of the Accounting Department, Kate
Ward-Gaus, Director of the Alcohol
and Other Drug Education Center,
and Jaime Longo, Ph.D., ’99, Director
of the Summit Program—are in the
inaugural cohort of the Brother John
Johnston Institute of Contemporary
Lasallian Practice, named for a former
Superior General of the Christian
Brothers and member of La Salle’s
Board of Trustees. The Institute, which
evolved from the former Lasallian
Leadership Institute, focuses on three
thematic areas: the Lasallian story and
vision; the Lasallian educational mission

and social justice; and spirituality,
vocation, and association.
Ward-Gaus has worked on several
mission-related initiatives, but she was
interested in the Johnston Institute
for the opportunity to gain a broader
perspective on the Lasallian world,
and she sees close ties between the
teachings of St. La Salle and her work
with students facing crisis.
“In the work I do, it’s all about
relationships,” she said. “I can offer
a place for students to talk about
themselves, and I listen so I can
understand their decisions.”
As an undergraduate student at
La Salle, Lafond knew many Christian
Brothers, but he wasn’t aware of the
depth of the tradition. Now, he’s finding ways to open his students’ eyes to
the mission. Recently, he took 37 students to Face to Face, a Germantown
soup kitchen, where they prepared a
meal while also completing an accounting exercise. In that way, his students
are participating in the continuation
of the mission right alongside him.
“The Christian Brothers can’t do it
by themselves; you have to have lay
leaders educated in the mission to
carry it on,” he said. “The mission is
what separates us from other universities,
and we have to have people who
understand it, who promote it, and
who incorporate it into everything
they do. Otherwise, it goes away.”
Liz Langemak, Ph.D., assistant
professor of English (third from left),
and Kathi McNichol, ’75, MBA ’81,
assistant professor of finance (second from right), meet with faculty
members from Bethlehem University,
La Salle Barcelona, and Manhattan
College at the International Lasallian
University Leadership Program in
Rome this summer.
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A Portrait of a Brother as a Young Man

Sporting a Hulkamania T-shirt, some
hipster-chic glasses, and a Spiderman
backpack, 27-year-old Brother Ryan
Anderson, F.S.C., doesn’t exactly
fit the image most people have of
a Christian Brother. And, yet, he
embodies the spirit of authentic
community so sacred to the order.
“That’s the whole idea of being
a Brother—that I am a Brother to you,
a Brother to everyone else, we’re all
on the same level,” said Br. Ryan,
who is a full-time graduate student
in La Salle’s Pastoral Counseling
program. “It’s a delicate balance
between being a peer and a Brother.”
So delicate, in fact, that his classmates often don’t believe he’s

a Christian Brother until they see
the F.S.C. on his student ID—the
abbreviation for Fratres Scholarum
Christianarum, Latin for “Brothers
of the Christian Schools.”
“They say, ‘But you’re not old,’”
said Br. Ryan with a grin. “Then I get
20 questions. But I love answering
those questions because how are people
going to know what’s going on with
younger Brothers if they don’t ask?”
If Br. Ryan hadn’t asked those very
questions as a student at Saint Mary’s
University in Winona, Minn., he
certainly wouldn’t be where he is today.
“I had no idea who the Brothers
were before college, but I got to know
them at Saint Mary’s and I’ve been all
about St. La Salle ever since,” he said.
“There’s always this bond that you’re
part of this Lasallian family and you’re
welcome wherever you go, so that’s
kind of what drew me to it right away.”
His decision to become a Christian
Brother wasn’t quite so immediate.
Br. Ryan had a typical college
experience—but the call to religious
life persisted in the back of his mind.
After thinking about it, talking
about it, and praying about it, Br. Ryan
signed up for the Christian Brothers’
Contact program when he was 24.
The program is designed to help single
young men, ages 18 to 35, discern
whether they are called to serve the
Church as a Christian Brother.
“People in our generation and
the next are more hesitant to make
a commitment to anything—they aren’t
getting married until closer to 30,
having kids closer to 40,” Br. Ryan
said. “You see the same thing happening with religious vocations. That’s
why we have things like the Contact
program in place as a way to help ease
people more gradually into the idea
of religious life.”

While it was quite common in
the past for young men to join the
Christian Brothers in high school,
entrants today are usually between
the ages of 20 and 40 and have either
finished or are enrolled in college.
The formation process has six stages,
beginning as a Contact and culminating in Final Vows, and typically
takes eight to 10 years altogether.
Currently, Br. Ryan is a Postulant—
the term used for a Brother who has
just entered the community and is still
discerning whether the consecrated
life is for him.
A native Minnesotan, Br. Ryan now
lives just 10 minutes from campus
with three fully professed Brothers and
five other Postulants at Jeremy House,
the Regional Postulancy, in Mt. Airy.
In addition to their community and
faith and prayer life, the Brothers have
household responsibilities just like
anyone else.
On campus, Br. Ryan serves as
the spiritual leader for the women’s
basketball team and has found his
niche working with students through
drug and alcohol recovery outreach.
He’s encouraged the Counseling
Center to share his contact
information with students who would
like to talk about drug and alcohol
concerns or attend a 12-step meeting.
Sometimes his ministry takes the form
of a text message or e-mail; sometimes
it’s a casual conversation over coffee.
“Being in the gym, being on campus,
being in Starbucks helps me to keep in
touch,” Br. Ryan said. “I’m not sitting
in an office meeting with students—
I’m meeting them out in the world.”
And he does it all while staying true
to his own sense of style. “The mentality
is that we don’t have to wear the habit
to live the habit,” Br. Ryan said.
—Colleen Mullarkey, M.A., ’06
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Tom Rosica, ’62, and his wife, Barbara, accept the De La Salle Medal, honoring
their generosity to the University, at the 2014 President’s Reception.

Why I Give Back: Tom Rosica, ’62
TOM ROSICA, ’62, IS THE FIRST TO ADMIT THAT HE WASN’T

a stellar student. He had to practically beg the Dean of
Admission to let him enroll as a freshman at La Salle, and
then he spent a good deal of time on academic probation.
As he neared graduation, his academic record was so
“checkered,” as he puts it, that he had to plead for a higher
grade to be allowed to collect his diploma. Even then, the
matter was resolved so late that there wasn’t time to have
his name included in the Commencement program.
Just because he had a low GPA, though, doesn’t mean
Rosica didn’t gain anything from his La Salle experience.
“I got what I considered a really good education,” he
said. “I didn’t get good grades, but I did a lot of learning.
I think that’s very underestimated in terms of what experience
a college education can give.”
What saved him as a student, he said, were the people
who challenged and supported him, like President Emeritus
Brother Daniel Burke, F.S.C., and Dan Rodden, both professors in the English Department at the time. The theater
program, run by Rodden, was a particular high point in
Rosica’s La Salle experience.
After graduation, Rosica taught high school English for
a few years before spending a year in Yale Drama School’s
Master of Fine Arts program. He then worked as a professional actor on- and off-Broadway, encountering some
well-known and talented people along the way, but incessant
stage fright and the realization that he did not have a passion
for performing ultimately led him away from the stage.
His life changed dramatically when he discovered that
fulfillment would not come through the creative outlet
of performing, but through service to others. He found
10
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that fulfillment as a psychoanalyst, which he has now been
for more than 25 years.
“My audiences diminished radically, from 2,000 people
to one-on-one or small group configurations, but there are
very real similarities in what is required in psychoanalysis
and acting,” said Rosica, who still lives in New York. “As an
actor, you’re always analyzing characters so you can present
the person in as full a way as you can. You have to stop
judging and start listening, just like in a therapy setting.”
As tough a time as he had in his student days, Rosica said
he still constantly draws on his La Salle education.
“What La Salle taught me was how to write, how to
think,” he said. “It opened up a world of intellect with
smart faculty and smart students. I learned intellectual
discipline, curiosity, inquiry, and analytical skills. It was like
Disneyland for the mind.”
Rosica looks back on his college years so fondly, in
fact, that he has endowed a scholarship to benefit students
interested in studying sociology or social work. A longtime supporter of the La Salle Art Museum, he is now
also taking action to directly benefit La Salle students. He
knows firsthand how important it is for students to receive
support—academically, financially, and emotionally—to
achieve their goals.
“The reason for my endowing the scholarship has to do
with how positively my life has turned out. And not just
positive, but totally unexpectedly positive in so many respects,”
Rosica said. “I can’t assume every alum’s life will be like
mine, but my hope is that helping a kid starting out will at
least make for the possibility. And it all began at La Salle.”

La Salle University’s next President “will be expected to
enhance La Salle’s fundamental sense of community, cast
a transformative vision for the University’s future, assume
a prominent place in the renewal of greater Philadelphia,
and nurture the full potential of La Salle’s people and
programs through entrepreneurial leadership,” according
to an advertisement for the position that appeared in the
Chronicle of Higher Education and several other outlets
this fall.
The University has already taken several significant steps
toward finding this dynamic new leader.
In August, a Presidential Search Committee was convened
to help move the process forward. William R. Sautter,
CPA, ’71, also Chair of the Board of Trustees, is heading up
the Search Committee, which includes representation from
students, faculty, alumni, Trustees, and Christian Brothers.
The Search Committee will receive assistance from consultant
Andrew C. Wheeler, Managing Director and Practice Leader
of the Education and Not-for-Profit Practice at Diversified
Search in Philadelphia. He and his firm have extensive
experience working with colleges and universities.

“This is an exciting and pivotal time in the University’s
history,” Sautter said. “I am confident that we will have
a very successful and productive year, and that the
culmination of this year will be the appointment of a new,
talented, and committed President for La Salle.”
Faculty, staff, students, Trustees, and alumni leaders participated in a series of on-campus meetings in September.
They contributed to an open dialogue about the needs
and priorities of the University and the experience and
attributes that the community desires in its next President.
Their feedback informed a new presidential job description,
which has been posted to the Presidential Search Web site
at lasalle.edu/presidentialsearch.
The Search Committee is dedicated to conducting this
process in an open and transparent manner, and feedback
from the community will be invaluable to the success of the
search. The Committee will keep the community informed
through e-mail and regular updates posted on the Web
site. If you have any input or questions about the process,
please send them to presidentialsearch@lasalle.edu.

The Search Committee has already identified several
candidates for the position.
lasalle.edu/presidentialsearch
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INSIDE LASALLIAN
BUSINESS
A Message from the Board Chair
Earlier this fall, I was proud to gather
among my fellow Trustees, faculty, staff,
students, administrators, alumni, and
officials from the City of Philadelphia
to celebrate the start of construction on
a new facility for the La Salle University
School of Business.
This is one of the most significant projects that La Salle
has undertaken in its 151-year history. At the building’s
foundation are the values, beliefs, and principles of the
Christian Brothers, which have always distinguished this
University. This extraordinary facility symbolizes the coming
together of that rich history with a very bright future for our
school, our students, and our faculty. This facility will allow
the University to advance its partnerships with the regional
business community and ensure that future generations of
business students have access to a world-class learning environment that will equip them with the knowledge and skills
they need to compete in the global economy and make
significant contributions to their communities. In addition,
the construction of the building will have a positive
economic impact on our local community, creating
approximately 600 jobs.
I am proud to participate in this initiative and to be listed
among the loyal alumni and other benefactors who have
stepped forward to support our alma mater at this critical
and historic moment. I trust that other alumni whose lives
have been transformed by their Lasallian education will
also contribute to the fundraising effort for this important
project to show their support and appreciation. Your
leadership and loyalty will have an enduring impact on this
campus and, most importantly, on its students.
Sincerely,
William R. Sautter, CPA, ’71
Chair, La Salle University Board of Trustees
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Fierkos’ Contributions Build
Momentum for Building Campaign
Edward J., ’63, and Darlene Fierko
have been loyal and generous donors to
La Salle, and particularly to the School of
Business, for many years. Recently, they
added even more to their impressive legacy
as benefactors of the University when they
committed $3 million to A Means to
a Beginning, the fundraising initiative
to build a new facility for the School of Business.
In recognition of their generosity, the atrium in the new
building will be named for Ed Fierko, who is Vice Chair
of the Board of Trustees and is one of the top five largest
individual donors in the University’s history.
“Ed Fierko is a staunch champion of this University and
a longtime booster of the La Salle School of Business,” said
James P. Gallagher, Ph.D., La Salle’s Interim President.
“His leadership and many contributions have and will
continue to propel this University forward.”
On top of those contributions and to celebrate Michael A.
DeAngelis, a legendary La Salle accounting professor, Fierko
has also issued a challenge to his fellow Michael A. DeAngelis
Award honorees to match their contributions to the building
initiative dollar for dollar, up to $500,000, for a total of
$1 million. To date, that challenge has raised $466,000,
which, with Fierko’s match, brings the total to $932,000.
In the past, Fierko has endowed several scholarships
to support students in the 4-Year BS/MBA in Accounting
program and the Business Scholars Co-op Program and
was a lead donor to the University’s major gift initiative,
Shoulder to Shoulder: Securing the Future.
Fierko has been the President of EJF Associates since
May 2003, providing consulting services to private equity
firms and start-up companies.
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School of Business Initiative Commitments
as of October 31, 2014

$1,000,000 AND ABOVE

Peter J. Dalton, ’66
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Fierko, ’63
Robert L. Luddy, ’68
William R. Sautter, CPA, ’71

$250,000–$999,999

Dr. Aliya Browne and Reginald M. Browne, ’93
Steve Degnan, ’87
Philip W.J., ’61, and Suzanne C. Fisher
Gaetano Giordano, ’76
John E. Glaser, ’62 =
Elmer F. Hansen Jr., ’58
Elmer F. Hansen III, ’90, MBA ’96
Robert W., ’86, and Kelly A. Liptak
Margaret Mary and William J. Markmann, M.D., ’70
James V., ’79, and Katherine L. Morris
Kevin F. O’Donnell, ’88
Thomas F. Pyle Jr., ’62
Greg, ’81, and Beth Webster

$100,000–$249,999

Anonymous
Marian A. and Vincent P. = Berry, ’63
Linda A. (Schaefer), ’83, and Diego F. Calderin, ’83
Susan Altamore Carusi, ’82, and Bruce J. Carusi
Christian Brothers of the De La Salle Community,
La Salle University
Jerome, Julie, and Andrea, MBA ’13, Jacobs
Thomas, ’70, and Jean Leonard
Kathleen Gordon Lynch, ’77, and Jim Lynch, ’71
Samuel P. Mandell Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Smart, ’79
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Stanton, ’51
Milton, ’58, and Nancy Washington
Carol (O’Driscoll), ’83, and Stephen T. Zarrilli, ’83

$25,000–$99,999

Vincent P. Anderson, Esq., ’61
Anonymous
Jeffrey R. Boyle, CPA, ’88
Joseph A. D’Amato, CPA, ’70
The Daly Family
John, ’85, and Marybeth Dugan
Jim Durkin, ’89
Beth M. and Daniel K. Fitzpatrick, CPA, CFA, ’86
The Frick Family Fund
James L., ’79, and Pamela K. Gertie
Mr. Daniel A., ’72, and Mrs. Kathleen Belfatto Giannini
Robert E. Hanrahan Jr., ’75
Christopher J. Janis, CPA, ’88, and
Bernadette Mulligan Janis, Ed.D., ’89
Joseph, ’64, and Patricia Keenan
William E. Kelly, J.D., ’74
La Salle University Alumni Association
Loretta, ’92, and Edward Lemanowicz, ’91
Roger Marchetti, ’80
Jack Marczely, ’60
Dennis S. Marlo, CPA, ’64
Kyle Maryanski, ’91
Donna M. Massanova, CPA, ’00
Nancy G. and William W. Matthews III, Esq., ’90
Ralph J. Mauro, Esq., ’84
Mario Mele, ’64
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick C. Mischler Sr., ’60
Joseph, ’68, and Katheen Murphy

All building renderings by Kimmel-Bogrette Architecture + Site

Anthony J. ’66, and Ruth Nocella
Mr. and Mrs. James V. O’Rourke
Jonathan, ’77, and Katherine Palmer
John J., ’89, and Audrey M. Peel, ’88
Ellen Reilly, ’83
William R. Sasso, Esq., ’69
Michael Siciliano, ’94, and AmyLynn Flood, ’95
Judith (Reyers), ’75, and Robert V. Spires, ’75
Bill Stulginsky, ’73

UP TO $25,000

Paul, ’83, and Teresa, ’95, Adair
James C. Anagnos, Esq., ’90
Charles L. Bakaitis, ’72
William P. Barnett, ’69
Susan M. Barrett, ’94
Joseph P. Batory, ’64
Kathleen (Corcoran), ’99, and John L. Bauman, ’98
Kevin F. Brennan, CPA, ’75
James Broussard, ’57
Mr. and Mrs. Edward P. Carey, ’56
Anthony, ’79, and Mary Ann Stefany Catanzaro, ’79
Frank C. Corace, ’64
Diane M., ’74, and Thomas A. Doyle, ’68
Paul J. Duffy, ’84
Thomas P. Duffy, ’57
Mr. and Mrs. James Dunleavy, ’80
James P. Edwards, ’61
Nolan M. Fagnani, ’11
John T. Fries, ’66
Karen A. Garman, ’82
Joseph R. Gaudio, M.D., ’85
Garrett J. Girvan, ’67
James R. Guntle Jr., ’75
Madeline Janowski, ’74
Ricardo R. Johnson, Esq., ’07
Margaret A. Kane, ’03
John I. Kavanagh Sr., ’66
James E. Kelly, ’70
Paul J. Kelly III, CPA, ’78, and
Hon. Kate M. Harper, Esq., ’78
Mr. and Mrs. Harry F. Kusick, ’68
Jerome S. Lezynski II, ’82
David J. Linaugh, ’67
Joseph M., ’99, and Tara Longo
JoAnn Fernandez Magnatta, ’77, and George Magnatta
Lisa M. Mallon, ’85
Francis E., ’68, and Miriam Gary, ’74, Maloney
Bernadette Mangan, MBA ’85
Martin J. McDonnell, ’61
Frank J. Noonan, ’55
Brennan and Angela O’Donnell
Carl A. Ortell, ’85
Eugene J. Ott, CPA, ’63
Vincent A. Paccapaniccia, CPA, ’79
Frank, ’69, and Anne Palopoli
Rev. Christopher P. Picollo, ’98
Brian Pressler, ’97
Don Reape, ’55
Albert, ’73, and Rosemary, ’87, Riviezzo
Don Rongione, ’79, and Maryellen Kueny, ’79
Nicholas A. Rudi, ’70
Daniel E. Thomas, ’72
Matthew J. Wachowski, ’63
= Deceased
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School of Business Construction Under Way
La Salle broke ground on Sept. 16
for its new, $35 million School of
Business facility.
The University announced last
November that it planned to construct
a six-story, state-of-the-art facility to
house its School of Business on West
Campus, at the intersection of Chew
Avenue, Wister Street, and Penn
Boulevard. The new building has been
designed to facilitate the collaborative
learning, networking, and teamwork
necessary in today’s business world.
The 87,000-square-foot building’s
amenities will include a dramatic atrium
space that can be used to host networking and social events; a sales training
laboratory and simulation facilities; a
corporate-style boardroom; a 300-seat
auditorium, and flexible collaborative
learning rooms, gathering spaces, and
technology-equipped breakout rooms
that will reinforce interactions among
students, faculty, and business executives.

14
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“It is our job to help build future
generations of business leaders,” said
Gary A. Giamartino, Ph.D., Dean of
the School of Business. “We have a
compelling mission, talented students,
and inspiring faculty, and now we have
broken ground on what will be one of
the most advanced learning facilities
for business education in the nation.”
The facility is scheduled to open for
classes in January 2016. The project is
being funded with a $20 million investment from the University’s resources
and $15 million in donations from
alumni, parents, friends, Trustees,
and foundations.
Consultants for the project include
Daniel J. Keating Company, KimmelBogrette Architecture + Site, Bohler
Engineering, The Harman Group, Inc.,
and Burns Engineering Inc.
Learn more about the new School
of Business building at lasalle.edu/
business/building.

School of Business faculty and staff at the groundbreaking (from left) Brother Gerald Fitzgerald, F.S.C., ’70,
MBA ’82, Anne Walsh, DSW, Andy Lafond, CPA, ’86,
Vincent Market, ’86, MBA ’90, Joseph Seltzer, Ph.D.,
Kathi McNichol, ’75, MBA ’81, Jan Ambrose, Ph.D.,
Sharon Hua, Ph.D., Denise Saurennann, M.A. ’10,
Penelope Grob, Elizabeth Scofield, MBA, Susan Mudrick,
MBA, MarySheila McDonald, Esq., Meghan Pierce,
Ph.D., Swee-Lim Chia, Ph.D., David Jones, Ph.D., Gary
Giamartino, Ph.D., and Mike DiPietro, MBA ’92.
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A Quality Marketing Message
Building on the momentum of the campaign kickoff last winter, La Salle
launched the second phase of its three-year multimedia marketing campaign
for the La Salle School of Business this fall.
In the mix for year two are TV commercials during entertainment, news, and
sports programming on network and cable television, and banner and video ads
on thousands of popular Web sites.
Featuring La Salle students, the advertisements aim to build awareness of the
quality of a La Salle business education and increase applications to the School
of Business and its signature programs, including the Business Scholars Co-op
Program and the 4-Year BS/MBA in Accounting.
The campaign is also reaching out to students at local community and twoyear colleges by advertising at outdoor transit shelters in key locations near the
colleges’ campuses. Targeted messages in those locations tout the advantages of
transferring to La Salle’s School of Business to complete a bachelor’s degree.
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WHO
PLAYED

BASKETBALL
BY LIZ KEMMERY, M.A. ’10

“HERO” IS NOT A TITLE THAT’S

awarded lightly. Yet, it is the one word
that has repeatedly and appropriately
been used to describe Bob Ames, ’56.
More than 30 years after his death,
he is still regarded as a local, national,
and international hero.
A member of La Salle’s 1954 NCAA
National Championship basketball team,
Ames became one of the CIA’s top
spies during the Carter and Reagan
administrations. His insight, expertise,
and talents aided and diffused many
national and international situations
involving the Middle East.
In April 1983, a suicide bomber
crashed a van with 2,000 pounds of
explosives into the U.S. Embassy in
Beirut, Lebanon. Sixty-three people
died. One of them was Ames. In that
instant, the nation lost a true hero.
But most people didn’t know the
whole story behind one of America’s
most influential intelligence officers—
16
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that is until Pulitzer Prize-winning
biographer Kai Bird published The
Good Spy: The Life and Death of Robert
Ames this past May. With his impressive
reporting skills and personal insight
as Ames’ former neighbor in Beirut,
Bird weaves a real-life spy tale that
reveals the down-to-earth man behind
so many high-profile missions.
“Ames was literally very good at
his work. He was indeed a good spy,”
Bird said. “He was good because he
listened to people and made them
feel that he was empathetic to their
predicaments. He could talk to ‘bad
guys’ with guns and get them to talk
about why they were professional
revolutionaries. He was just very good
at making friends in a dangerous
neighborhood.”
But long before his days of briefing
presidents and befriending revolutionaries, Ames was a local hero at the
Roxborough Recreational Center.

A devoted husband and father of six, Robert Ames
is pictured here with his daughters Catherine and
Adrienne on Christmas 1964 in Saudi Arabia. Courtesy
of Nancy Ames Hanlon and Crown Press.

Known for spending hours on the court,
he always took the time to encourage
the younger kids. In the April 3, 1988,
issue of The Kansas City Star, former
La Salle men’s basketball Coach Bill
“Speedy” Morris recalled, “Bob was
always willing to play with us or show
us something we were doing wrong.
He was just a great guy, even back then.”
At La Salle, “he was good at everything he did,” said former teammate
and classmate Frank Blatcher, ’56.
“He was a really fine guy. He was
happy with a good sense of humor.
He was bright and interested in life.
And he made you feel important when
he talked to you.”
A member of the Reserve Officers’
Training Corps at La Salle, Ames was
a prelaw major who excelled in foreign

features
... a man whom Kai Bird characterizes most simply as “a scholar, a gentleman, and a spy…
Oh, and a basketball star.”
languages. He was particularly gifted
the closest thing to the irreplaceable
watched Ames’ flag-draped coffin
in French and took night classes
man, because he not only had great
arrive at Dover Air Force Base.
in Russian and Arabic, which later
knowledge but exceptional poise and
During a tribute to Ames at La Salle
enhanced his CIA career.
an authoritative presence.”
in 1986, Reagan sent a letter congratAfter graduation, Ames spent a few
Ames had an unmatched ability to
ulating the University for honoring
years in the Army, then worked in the
grasp how Arabs think, feel, and react,
such a “truly superior public servant.”
insurance industry. It wasn’t until the
and he was “just as comfortable sitting
He wrote: “La Salle’s motto, I am told,
team reunited for the 25th anniversary
cross-legged in the Arabian desert
is ‘Virtue and Knowledge.’ In both
of their championship season that
with Bedouin Shaykhs as he was in
the ability and dedication of Bob Ames,
Blatcher began to gather there may be
the White House briefing presidents,”
I cannot imagine any better fulfillment
more to Ames’ story. “He disappeared
Casey said.
of that motto.”
from the face of the earth then, boom,
That tribute, which posthumously
The Good Spy pulls back the curtain
he’s in such a high position and
awarded Ames the University’s
to reveal an intimate portrait of the
working with the president.”
President’s Medal, included an onman who made so many people feel
Although his teammates didn’t
campus symposium with then-CIA
at home with him, a man whom
know it, Ames was building gameDirector William J. Casey and former
Bird characterizes most simply as
changing alliances with key figures in
CIA Director Richard Helms, among
“a scholar, a gentleman, and a spy…
the Middle East. He often credited his
others. Casey recalled Ames as “about
Oh, and a basketball star.”
basketball experience with providing
him the skills to work well under
pressure and handle stressful situations
gracefully. Praised for his energy,
enthusiasm, optimism, and courage
on the job, Ames quickly rose through
the ranks of the CIA, holding positions
as national intelligence officer for the
Middle East, chief of operations for
the region, and director of assessment
for the Near East and South Asia.
One of his most significant relationships was with Palestinian leader Yasir
Arafat’s intelligence chief, Ali Hasan
Salameh. His bond with Salameh, who
was part of the notorious Palestinian
organization Black September, led
to intelligence that saved Golda Meir,
the former Israeli prime minster, from
an assassination attempt.
He worked closely with both the
Carter and Reagan administrations,
particularly with Reagan’s Secretary
of State George Shultz, who named
Ames the key Mideast adviser to the
National Security Council in the 1980s.
Bob Ames, ’56 (bottom right), played on the 1954 NCAA Championship-winning Explorer men’s basketball team, which
When the tragic 1983 embassy
also included teammates Frank Blatcher, ’56 (bottom left), and the late Tom Gola, ’55 (next to Ames), who went on
bombing cut Ames’ life short, cameras to play in the NBA and earned a spot in the Basketball Hall of Fame .
caught Reagan tearing up as he
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Voice

The

of the River
BY LIZ KEMMERY, M.A. ’10
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“People realized they screwed up. People got active.
“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing
They started to change and make laws,” she said. “Things
is going to get better. It’s not.”
really did start to get better.”
Those words easily could’ve come from Maya van
Today, the river’s story could go in one of two directions.
Rossum, ’88. She may not be the Lorax, who speaks for
“We can continue on the positive health trajectory, or we
the trees, but she does speak for the river.
can slide back,” van Rossum said. “People have to understand that they need to be vigilant. We all need to be a voice
“My job is anytime, anybody, anywhere takes action
(for the river) so the government sees its importance.”
involving the river (and its tributaries), I help make the
needs of the Delaware River not just heard but understood
That proved to be true last December, when the
and protected,” she said. “If a human is impacted by somecollective voice of thousands of concerned citizens helped
thing, they have the opportunity to be heard, but the river
the Delaware River Network achieve a huge victory—
doesn’t have that opportunity unless a person represents it.”
securing a moratorium
prevents drilling from
As the Delaware
“People have to understand that they need that
happening
in the Delaware
Riverkeeper and leader of
to
be
vigilant.
We
all
need
to
be
a
voice
River watershed.
the Delaware Riverkeeper
Network since 1994, van
She stressed that the
so the government sees its importance.”
Rossum is that person. She’s
moratorium protecting the
—Maya van Rossum, ’88 watershed in Pennsylvania,
responsible for taking action
(sometimes legal) against
New Jersey, New York, and
businesses, polluters, and the government when they engage
Delaware could not have occurred without public support.
in activities that would negatively impact the 330-mile river.
More than 70,000 people wrote to their legislators or made
phone calls to uphold the moratorium and oppose the most
A committed environmentalist in her personal and
recent effort to remove it.
professional life, van Rossum has “played in creeks and played
with critters” since she was a young girl. But it wasn’t until she
“It took all those individuals to convince them to keep
came to La Salle that she discovered her passion for the law.
this critical protection in place. Each contributed a little bit
of time in defense of their community, their children, and
After a difficult start at another area college, her mother,
their environment,” van Rossum said.
Marijke Wijsmuller, who was a math professor at La Salle,
suggested transferring. “It’s the best decision I ever made—
The following year, litigation by the Delaware RiverI wouldn’t be where I am without La Salle,” van Rossum
keeper Network achieved another major milestone in
said. “It was at La Salle where I received guidance on my
environmental protection. When challenging a piece
two interests. It was very much a turning point for me.”
of pro-shale gas legislation, the Delaware Riverkeeper
Network secured a landmark decision by the Pennsylvania
She wasn’t sure how she could weave her passion for
Supreme Court. The legislation would have mandated
nature and her love of the law into a career—until one
that drilling be allowed in every part of every community
of her law professors, Arthur “Buzz” Shuman, a former
in Pennsylvania—as close as 300 feet to a home, playPhiladelphia prosecutor, suggested environmental law.
ground, or school.
Taking his recommendation, van Rossum earned a marketing degree with a science minor from La Salle, then
The Delaware River Network argued the legislation was
completed her law degree at Pace University in 1992.
unconstitutional based on the provision that Pennsylvanians
have the right to pure water, clean air, and a healthy environHer academic background and her personal fervor have
ment in the state constitution. Because of that argument,
helped her turn major corners in the fight against water
the judge struck down several portions of the proposed act.
pollution in the Delaware River, which supplies drinking
water to more than 17 million people.
“These are not just rights of our current generation, but
also
of generations to come,” van Rossum said. “It should
The headwaters of the river are so well protected that
serve
as an inspiration to other states to have environmental
New Yorkers can drink it unfiltered. That’s not yet possible
provisions in their constitutions. Pennsylvania’s is now the
farther south. But the state of the river has drastically
most strict and most supported.”
improved since its worst condition in the 1940s and 50s.
At one point, van Rossum said, the pollution was so severe
“People have to demand change. We can turn things
it stripped the paint off of boats, a 20-mile section of the
around. Be knowledgeable, become engaged, educate your
river was depleted of oxygen, and those flying overhead
neighbors—it does make a difference.”
could smell its putrid stench.
TO BORROW A VERSE FROM THE GREAT DR. SEUSS,
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La Salle Athletics: The Future is Bright
TOM BRENNAN, ED.D., DIRECTOR

of Intercollegiate Athletics and
Recreation, offered his perspective
to La Salle Magazine on the
achievements of La Salle’s teams.
Looking at the strong success
of La Salle teams over the past
few years, what are some of your
points of pride?
While our men’s basketball national
ranking and NCAA Sweet Sixteen run
in 2013 were the most visible signs of
success, many of our programs are reaching new heights. Women’s soccer has
been Atlantic 10 Conference champions
and qualified for the NCAA Tournament
the past four seasons.
Men’s and women’s cross country
have combined for five recent Atlantic
10 Championships. Men’s soccer has
reached the Atlantic 10 Tournament
the past five seasons, and baseball has
reached A-10s in three of the past five
years. Baseball and women’s lacrosse
have both recently set program records
for victories in a season. Golf and field
hockey have posted program-best

finishes in the Atlantic 10 Conference.
Swimming and diving is consistently
among the top teams in the A-10.
We have much to be proud of.
How have the coaching staff
supported these achievements?
As evidenced by our recent
competitive success and the eight
Atlantic 10 Coach of the Year awards in
the past three years, our coaches have
been successful. We have outstanding
coaches who live the Lasallian mission
and who recruit student-athletes who
are able to succeed academically, athletically, and socially here at La Salle.
How have student-athletes
represented La Salle off the field?
Student-athletes represent the
University so well. Project Teamwork,
the Athletic Department’s youth outreach and service program, has been
recognized nationally for the past
13 years. Student-athletes also participated in the citywide Martin Luther
King Day of Service in 2014. Our
student-athletes are examples of

what is good in
college athletics.
Student-athlete
academic achievement generally
exceeds that of the overall student
body, and many of our teams have
been recognized nationally for their
level of academic achievement. We can
boast of National Scholar-Athletes of
the Year and Academic and Scholar
All-Americans.
What does the future of La Salle
Athletics look like?
With the support of alumni, friends,
families, and corporate partners, the
University has built a strong foundation for our athletic program, which
has enabled the program to experience
significant individual and team successes.
Our ability to continue to win championships and compete among the top
teams in the A-10 will require the
continued and increased commitment of
our benefactors in the athletic program,
and I have every confidence that this
will be our experience going forward.

RECENT STAR TRACK AND FIELD GRADS STILL SHINING
MEGHAN MCGLINCHEY, ’14
Meghan McGlinchey once thought
her athletic future would be in basketball
or field hockey.
Lucky for La Salle cross country
and track and field, the West Deptford,
N.J., native tried distance running and
recently graduated as one of the top
athletes in the program’s rich history.
The only female runner in program history to qualify for
the NCAA Championships in cross country, indoor track,
and outdoor track, McGlinchey She holds three Atlantic 10
records and three school records in the distance events and
became the first Explorer to break 16:00 in the 5,000 meters.
McGlinchey is pursuing a master’s in speech-language
pathology at La Salle while serving as the Athletic
Department’s Community Service Coordinator.
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ALFREDO SANTANA, ’14
The traits that made Alfredo Santana
one of the top runners in La Salle
history were bred out of a childhood
participating in another sport—boxing.
The Philadelphia native recently
graduated as an All-American and
Academic All-American.
Santana is one of two runners in conference history to
earn Atlantic 10 Most Outstanding Performer awards in
cross country, indoor track, and outdoor track, and he won
seven individual Atlantic 10 championships and was a fourtime NCAA qualifier.
As a psychology major, Santana was named an Academic
All-American and also earned Academic All-Atlantic 10 honors.
He is pursuing a professional running career and will be
representing Puerto Rico in several international races.

news

Money Magazine Ranks
La Salle a Value All-Star

Chris Matthews Receives Honorary Degree
Prominent political commentator and MSNBC talk show
host Chris Matthews accepted an honorary doctoral degree
recognizing his significant contributions to journalism and
politics at La Salle’s Honors Convocation this September.

Named a Value All-Star by Money
magazine, La Salle earned the No. 8
spot in the magazine’s list of “The
25 Colleges That Add the Most Value.”
Rankings in the Value All-Star category
were based on the percentage of
students who complete college, the
average alumni salary, and the mix
of majors at each school.
The University also finished in
the top quarter of all U.S. colleges
in a separate Money ranking based
on educational quality, affordability,
and alumni earnings.
“We are very pleased that Money
magazine has recognized La Salle’s longheld value of providing personal attention
and mentoring to our students,” said
Provost Joseph Marbach, Ph.D. “This
student-centered focus results in their
success at the University and throughout
their lives.”
To see the full ranking of schools, visit
http://ti.me/UFuLeL.

It wasn’t the Hardball host’s first time at 20th and
Olney—the La Salle College High School alum spent his
freshman year on La Salle University’s campus before
the high school moved to Wyndmoor in 1960.
“Chris is the product of a Christian Brothers education,
and that is evident when you look at his service in the
Peace Corps during his younger days, but the educational
legacy of the Brothers is also evident in the excellence
he has demonstrated in broadcasting for many years,”
said Interim President James P. Gallagher, Ph.D.
Matthews emphasized the impact of service in shaping his career path and encouraged
students to take advantage of opportunities to volunteer:
“Get whatever education you need—but also that thing called ‘experience.’ It might
be Teach for America, might be the Peace Corps. It may be a choice you have to make.
It may be a chance that pops up, comes at you, the way it did for me—this big break
in your young life that gets you outside your comfort zone, out there doing things
for others, that can do something really good for you, yourself. It can make all the
difference. It can give you confidence you never had. It can get you thinking and feeling
clearly what matters to you in life, really matters most. It can clear your head and heart
on where you need to be heading. It can get you on the course that gets you going
where you were meant to be.”

[ NEW PARENTS AND FAMILIES CHAIRCOUPLE ]

Alum Diego Calderin Talks Technology
Addressing the Class of 2018 at this
year’s Opening Convocation on Aug. 21,
Diego Calderin, ’83, recalled his days
as a freshman at La Salle in 1979
when a new machine called the personal
computer was the latest and greatest
technological innovation.
President and co-founder of systems
integration firm Anexinet Corp., Calderin
answered this year’s Essential Question:
“How is technology influencing the way we live, learn, work, and
relate to others, positively and negatively, locally and globally,
today and tomorrow?”

Already dedicated volunteers at open houses, Opening Day, and Family
Weekend and loyal supporters of the Parents’ Fund, Karen and Anthony
Mallamaci have been named the 2014–15 Chaircouple for La Salle
Parents and Families (formerly known as the Parents’ Association).
Explorer pride runs deep in their household, as their son, Anthony, is
a 2010 graduate, and their daughter, Alyssa, is a junior. “La Salle is a
wonderful educational institution in our city, and, given that both of my
children are Explorers, our involvement in La Salle Parents and Families
was a natural choice for Anthony and me,” Karen Mallamaci said.

He talked about technology’s shift from the specialized
interest of a select few to an integral component of everyday life
for the vast majority. “For some of you, technology is a passion;
for others, it is simply a tool. Whether you stay up late coding a
new mobile app for a smartphone, log onto your online class, or
speak your commands into Google Glass, technology continues
to open doors to creativity and collaboration,” he said.
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Wendell Receives
Distinguished Lasallian
Educator Award

INNOVATIVE NEW MAJORS ADDED
Programs in Politics, Philosophy, and
Economics (PPE) and International
Relations were offered at La Salle for
the first time this fall.

Recognizing Alan Wendell’s commitment
to Lasallian principles and traditions,
the University honored the Senior
Associate Dean of Students with
this year’s Distinguished Lasallian
Educator Award.
“While Alan does not teach in
Interim President James P. Gallagher, Ph.D. (right), presented Senior Associate Dean of Students Alan Wendell
a traditional classroom, he certainly
with the Lasallian Distinguished Educator Award.
educates beyond the classroom. He
promotes education in all endeavors,
believes in the value of learning from mistakes, and promotes excellence,”
the nomination letter read.
In his 26 years in Student Affairs at La Salle, Wendell has not only met students
where they are—he lived among them for a time. He and his wife, Deidre, and their
two children lived on campus during his first six years as Assistant Director of Resident
Life for Judicial Affairs at La Salle.
Wendell first became interested in student life while pursuing a graduate degree
in counseling psychology at the University of Kansas. “I enjoyed helping students
work through issues, but learned there were many more ways to do that than through
daytime appointments in my office. Often the help was more valuable and appreciated
where they lived,” he said.
In his role overseeing community development at the University, Wendell wears many
hats but he said the best part of his job is still “being with a student who is struggling,
and then having the opportunity to watch them move through a situation and succeed.”

The PPE program was initially
proposed by a group of students, who
saw an opportunity to integrate the three
disciplines and create a unified major
that will help them to understand and
analyze global political, social, economic,
and ethical issues. The coursework can
help students prepare for law school
or graduate studies in public policy,
or for careers in international business
or with internationally focused nonprofit
organizations.
The International Relations program,
housed in the Political Science Department, aims to prepare students for
informed and engaged service in their
own communities and around the world
by broadening their understanding of
political and policy issues. In addition
to the courses within the major, students
will also be required to take four courses
in the same foreign language and
can choose from electives in political
science, economics, history, and
international business.

[ BROTHERS CELEBRATE JUBILEE DAY ]

More than 30 Christian Brothers from the District of Eastern North America, including several from La Salle,
celebrated their jubilees at a series of events throughout the summer. In August, President Emeritus Brother
Daniel Burke, F.S.C., Ph.D., and Brother Emery Mollenhauer, F.S.C., Ph.D., associate professor of English
and former Provost, renewed their Perpetual Vows after 70 years as Christian Brothers, and Brother David
Deradoorian, F.S.C., M.A. ’14, took his final vows to become an affirmed member of the Institute.
(Top photo, from left) Brother Tri Nguyen, F.S.C., Ph.D., Brother Joseph Grabenstein, F.S.C., ’73, Brother Leonard
Marsh, F.S.C., Ph.D., Brother John Crawford, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’76, Brother Gerard Molyneaux, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’58, M.A. ’59,
Brother Emery Mollenhauer, F.S.C., Ph.D., Brother John McDonnell Jr., F.S.C., ’72, Brother David Deradoorian,
F.S.C., M.A. ’14, Brother Robert Wilsbach, F.S.C., ’70, M.A. ’89, Brother Charles Gresh, F.S.C., ’55, President
Emeritus Brother Michael McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70, and Rev. Frank Berna, O.F.M., Ph.D.
(Left) Jubilarians Br. Daniel Burke and Br. Emery Mollenhauer

22

LA SALLE MAGAZINE

news

[ SWISS MBA STUDENTS TAKE A TRIP TO WALL STREET ]

Students from La Salle’s Swiss MBA program in Basel got a glimpse of what
makes big business tick on a tour of Wall Street’s iconic NASDAQ stock exchange
this July. During their summer visit to the States, they also enjoyed insider tours
of several top American corporations, including the Federal Reserve Bank

in Philadelphia, Harley Davidson, Bloomberg News, Martin Guitar, Standard
& Poor’s, and The Bollman Hat Company, where alum Don Rongione, ’79,
serves as President and CEO.

Work of Renowned Chinese Artist on Display at Art Museum
The exhibition Hung Liu: Prints and
Tapestries was on view at the La Salle
Art Museum this fall.

to leave Communist China to study in
the United States.
During her first return visit to China in
1991, Liu became interested in historical
photographs depicting pre-Cultural
Revolution China, which have become
an integral element in Liu’s imagery.
This exhibition featured Hung Liu’s
aquatint etchings, mixed media woodcuts, lithographs, lithographs with
collage, and tapestries.

One of the preeminent Chinese artists
working in the United States, Hung Liu
has received numerous prestigious
awards and accolades, including two
National Endowment for the Arts Painting Fellowships. She has exhibited
her work widely, both nationally and
internationally. This was her first
exhibition in Philadelphia.
Born in Changchun, China, in 1948,
Liu was one of the first artists allowed

Image credit: Midsummer, 2012, Woodcut with Acrylic,
32.25 x 29.75 inches, Ed. 25, Magnolia Editions

For more information on the Art
Museum and its exhibitions, visit
lasalle.edu/museum.

LA SALLE HAS RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING GRANTS:
•

City of Philadelphia: $49,484 for Revenue Department interns

•

•

E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Foundation:
$15,000 for conservation of the La Salle Art Museum’s
Indian miniature paintings

Pennsylvania Department of Education,
Eligible Partnerships Program: $743,013 for the Greater
Philadelphia Instructional Coaching Project (Year 2)

•

PTS Foundation: $90,845 for the Writers Matter Project
and Academy for Leadership and Global Understanding

•

Samuel P. Mandell Foundation: $100,000 over four years
for the new School of Business facility

•

Institute of Museum and Library Services, Museums for
America Program: $76,391 over two years for the La Salle
Art Museum’s collections database conversion project

•

Leo Niessen Jr. Charitable Trust: $15,000 to provide
scholarships for undergraduate students

•

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services:
$49,635 for the Nurse Anesthetist Traineeship Program

•

National Science Foundation: $13,564 over two years
(subaward from Bryn Mawr College) for the Philadelphia
Regional Noyce Partnership New Teacher Support Program

•

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services:
$267,811 for the Nursing Workforce Diversity Program

•

•

Pennsylvania Department of Education, Act 101 Program:
$91,218 for the Academic Discovery Program

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services:
$586,341 for the Scholarships for Disadvantaged
Students Program
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1 9 5 1 Charles H. Higgins (B.A.) of Estero,
Fla., celebrated 51 years of marriage with
his wife, Carol.
1 9 5 4 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Capt.
Edward F. “Ted” Bronson, USN (Retired)
(B.S.) of Arlington, Va., was inducted into
the Alumni Hall of Fame at Salesianum
School in Wilmington, Del., in 2014. A 1950
graduate of Salesianum, Bronson served in
the Navy for 29 years and is now active with
the Naval History Foundation as the naval
aviation expert at the Cold War Gallery and
Museum at the Washington Navy Yard.
Jack F. Daniels (B.S.) of Southampton, N.J.,
celebrated his 65th wedding anniversary
with his wife, Jeannette.
William J. Hildebrand (B.S.) of Lansdale,
Pa., moved into Dock Woods, a retirement
community, where he and his wife, Mary
Ann, are enjoying their new surroundings.

1 9 5 5 Harvey Portner (B.A.) of Elkins Park,
Pa., is the first octogenarian to be elected
President of the Cheltenham Township Board
of Commissioners. A member of the board
since 1988, he is the longest-serving of the
current commissioners.
1959

H

REUNION YEAR

1 9 6 2 Thomas J. Kirsch Sr. (B.S., MBA ’79)
of Rockwall, Texas, welcomed his fifth greatgrandchild.
1 9 6 3 Robert B. Byrnes Sr. (B.S.) of Caret,
Va., celebrated his 50th wedding anniversary
with his wife, Anna Marie, in August.

La Salle Magazine welcomes notes from our
alumni on all of your achievements and other
news. Please use the form at the end of our
Notes section, “We Want to Hear About You!,”
to submit your news. Or, to post and view class
notes in real time, log into La Salle Alumni
Online at www.lasalle.edu/alumni using the
seven-digit La Salle ID found on the mailing
label of this magazine. Please allow up to six
months for your information to appear in the
magazine due to space limitations and our
publication schedule. We accept photos as well
and print them as space permits. Please mail
original photos to the Office of Alumni Relations,
La Salle University, Box 830, 1900 W. Olney
Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19141, or e-mail digital
photos that are at least 300 dpi and approximately 4 by 6 inches to butcher@lasalle.edu.
The University reserves the right to edit submissions for content, accuracy, and length.
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Patrick Terranova, ’11, married Pamela Woodward, ’09, on May 24, 2014, with many La Salle friends in attendance.
(Back row, from left) Videographer Mick Marmarou, ’00, Liz Pagenkopf, ’10, Amanda Brothman, ’09, Kate Pendola, ’09,
Marie Cantwell, ’06, M.A. ’11, Frank Cantwell, ’88, and celebrant and former La Salle campus minister Father Jim
Dever. (Middle row, from left) Jim Grogan, M.A. ’12, Sara Allen, ’08, Kelly (Lazarowski) Morgan, ’09, Elizabeth
Cerkez, ’09, bride Pamela Woodward, ’09, groom Patrick Terranova, ’11, President Emeritus Brother Michael J.
McGinniss, F.S.C., ’70, Michael Mullin, ’84, Molly (Mullin) Phillips, ’91, and Walter Fairbrother, ’50. (Front row, from
left) Greg Allen, ’08, David Sullivan, ’08, Alex Jones, ’12, Brendan Young, ’12, and Mike Adams, ’11.

1 9 6 4 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Joseph P.
Batory (B.A.) of Philadelphia, Pa., is featured
in Steve Young’s acclaimed book, Great
Failures of the Extremely Successful, along
with such notable figures as Jane Goodall,
Erin Brockovich, Steve Allen, Sam Donaldson,
and Pat Boone.
1 9 6 6 Thomas A. Timmes (B.A.) of Lakeland,
Fla., published an e-book, Legio XVII: Roman
Legion at War.
Jeffrey M. Voluck, Esq. (B.A.) of Santa Fe,
N.M., was elected to the Top 100 and Best
National Trial Lawyers of South Florida by
the National Law Journal.

1 9 6 8 Michael J. Parlapiano Jr. (B.A.) of
Lakewood, N.J., retired from Campbell Soup
Co. after 35 years of service. He also retired
as a lieutenant colonel from the U.S. Army
Reserve after 28 years.
Richard F. Scandaliato (B.S.) of San Pedro,
Calif., celebrated his 50th wedding anniversary with his wife, Jo Ann.

1969

H

REUNION YEAR

NOBC President. He will become President
of NOBC in August 2015.
Richard C. Emery (B.S.) of South Pasadena,
Fla., retired after more than 40 years of
service with the John Deere Industrial Group.
He and his wife of 51 years, Maryann,
relocated to the West Coast of Florida.
Alfred C. Giovetti, Ph.D., CPA (B.S.) of Catonsville, Md., was elected Second Vice President
of the National Society of Accountants.
Timothy W. Santoni (B.S.) of Cockeysville, Md.,
received the Special Recognition award from
On Our Own of Maryland Inc., a statewide
mental health consumer education and
advocacy group.
Ralph J. Teti, Esq. (B.A.)
of Meadowbrook, Pa.,
was named a 2014
Pennsylvania Super
Lawyer. He practices
law at the Philadelphia
labor, employment, and
workers’ compensation
firm of Willig, Williams
& Davidson.

1 9 7 0 Joseph E. Bulsak (B.S.) of Cherry
Hill, N.J., was appointed Vice President
of Professional Services for Binary Tree,
a global provider of migration software
and solutions for Lotus Notes, Microsoft
Exchange, Active Directory, and Windows
server environments.

Richard G. Tucker, D.O. (B.A.) of Mount
Laurel, N.J., was named site coordinator
for the Drexel University OB/GYN Residency
at Virtual Memorial Hospital in Mt. Holly,
N.J. He maintains a private practice in
Mt. Laurel and Manahawkin, N.J.

Paul J. Burgoyne, Esq. (B.A.) of Cherry Hill,
N.J., is President-Elect of the National
Organization of Bar Counsel (NOBC), serves
as the Chair of the Program Planning Committee, and will serve in the absence of the

1 9 7 1 Robert J. Walsh Jr. (B.A.) of
Warrington, Pa., has been coaching boys’
and girls’ basketball at the high school and
college level for the past 40 years. He is
entering his fifth year as assistant women’s
basketball coach at Cabrini College.

notes
1 9 7 3 Patricia Jeffers Devlin, Ph.D. (B.A.)
of Fairfax, Va., published a historic novel,
Wissahickon Souls, a story of love, regret,
and reconciliation set in Philadelphia and
Haiti from 1806 to 1836.
1 9 7 4 H R E U N I O N Y E A R William S.
Hough Jr. (B.S.) of Stone Harbor, N.J., was
promoted to Vice President of Human
Resources for NMS Labs, an independent
provider of professional forensic and clinical
laboratory services.
1 9 7 5 Geraldine (Twardowski) Lacey (B.A.)
of Newtown, Pa., welcomed her first grandchild.
1 9 7 6 Michael J. Woodward (B.S.) of
Newtown Square, Pa., was named Vice
Chairman of the City Avenue Special
Services District in Philadelphia.
J. Mark McLoone (B.S.) of West Chester, Pa.,
was appointed Chief Executive Officer of
Pottstown Memorial Medical Center.

1 9 7 8 Lewis Jaffe (B.A.) of Thousand
Oaks, Calif., was appointed an independent
member of the board of directors for Cyclone
Power Technologies Inc. He is co-founder
of MoviMe Network, the first ultra-fast
download service of Hollywood content, and
the Chief Executive of Oxford Media Inc.,
a video on-demand and high-speed Internet
access company delivering content and
services to the hospitality industry.
John Rodden, Ph.D. (B.A.) of Austin, Texas,
received the 2014 Victor J. Emmett Jr.
Memorial award from the Pittsburg State
University English Department and the
editors of Midwest Quarterly. The award is
given each year to the author of the best
essay on a literary topic in Midwest Quarterly.
Rodden was selected for his collection of
essays on George Orwell, which is published
in the Quarterly’s fall 2014 issue.

He is a councilman-at-large for the City
of Philadelphia.

Institute of Health Sciences and a member
of the Institute of Competitive Intelligence.

1 9 8 1 Michael G. Hartnett (B.A.) of
Rockville, Md., celebrated his 30th anniversary as a member of the police department
in Montgomery County, Md. He was promoted
to the rank of lieutenant and is serving as
Deputy Commander of the fourth district
station in Wheaton, Md.

Kevin B. Norris (B.S.) of Southampton, Pa.,
was appointed President of the Wealth
Management Division at Univest Bank
and Trust Co.

L. Kelly Leonard (B.A.) of Mays Landing, N.J.,
retired from the New Jersey Casino Control
Commission after 26 years of service. He
volunteers as a health care advocate for
patients in Philadelphia and South Jersey.

Richard J. Strosser (B.S.) of Dover, Del., was
named Vice President of Lending for the
Sussex County Federal Credit Union. As a
member of the senior management team,
he is responsible for the overall credit quality
and risk management of the credit union’s
lending function, including the expansion
of the commercial lending portfolio.

1 9 8 3 Gregory J. Cowhey (B.S., MBA ’85) of
Wyndmoor, Pa., is a principal for McGladrey
L.L.P., a Philadelphia provider of assurance,
tax, and consulting services.

1 9 8 6 Elaine M. Pang (B.S.) of New York,
N.Y., was named Managing Director for
New York Institutional Mortgage Sales
for Oppenheimer & Co., Inc.

1 9 8 4 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Joseph A.
McPeak (B.A.) of Cinnaminson, N.J., is celebrating his 29th year as producer/director of
Philadelphia Eagles radio broadcasts for CBS
Radio. He is also the Director of Athletic
Marketing and Sales at La Salle University.

Thomas A. Rambo (B.A.) of Selinsgrove, Pa.,
was named Director of Campus Safety at
Roanoke College in Salem, Va. In addition to
being a former member of the Philadelphia
and Montgomery County police departments
and the University of Pennsylvania police
department, he was the Assistant Vice
President for Student Life, the Director
of Public Safety, and an adjunct professor
at Susquehanna University in Selinsgrove.

Yvonne Oberdick Hoffman (BSN) of
Bensalem, Pa., moved to Wood River
Retirement Village, a life care community,
and is enjoying retirement.

1 9 8 5 Susan E. Barrett, Ed.D. (B.A.)
of Moorestown, N.J., was appointed Vice
President for College Advancement at
Harcum College. She is a trustee of the Won

1 9 8 9 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Tomas S.
Kelliher of County Kerry, Ireland, donated
a kidney to his brother in 2012. Both he
and his brother are doing well.

1 9 7 9 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Donald J.
Rongione (B.S.) of Mohnton, Pa., was interviewed as the President and CEO of the
Bollman Hat Co. by the Reading Eagle
Business Weekly. The interview was published
in the July 1, 2014, issue of the Weekly.
1 9 8 0 Mary B. (Perry) Costanzo (B.A.,
MBA ’93) of Morrisville, Pa., retired from the
Council Rock School District after 34 years
of teaching children with special needs.
Hon. James F. Kenney (B.A.) of Philadelphia,
Pa., was named to the board of directors for
the Welcoming Center for New Pennsylvanians.

Ellen Thiele, ’94, and Greg Davis were married on April 5, 2014, at St. Patrick’s Church in Center City Philadelphia,
but the celebration didn’t end that day. As newlyweds, the couple traveled to Rome to receive a papal blessing
of their marriage from Pope Francis I. Using connections from the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, the Bishop’s Office
for United States Visitors to the Vatican, and the Sisters of Mercy, Thiele and Davis were able to join 50 other
recently married couples in personally meeting the Pope. Thiele also took the opportunity to promote her hometown’s invitation to Pope Francis to attend the World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia in fall 2015—she presented
him with a Philadelphia LOVE mug.
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Photo: Jason Tinacci Auction Napa Valley

A Taste of the Big Screen

Care for CNA Financial Corporation, a commercial insurance writer and property and
casualty company.

Growing up in a single-parent household on Germantown Ave., Jonathan
Rotella, ’98, fell in love with The
Karate Kid because there was something about “the idea of a kid from
nowhere becoming something” that
spoke to him.
Three decades later, Rotella is a
self-made entrepreneur—the kind
of guy you read about in magazines
Jonathan Rotella, ’98 (left), with screenwriter
because of his business savvy (Florida’s
Robert Mark Kamen.
Business Observer magazine honored
him with a 40 Under 40 award). And he credits his formative years at La Salle as
a major factor in his success.
“I’m very proud of my alma mater, and I love telling people that’s where I went to
school,” said Rotella, the President and CEO of NexGen Hyperbaric, a wound care and
hyperbaric management company that has grown to include 15 centers across seven states.
“When I don’t know something, I consult with people who have experience, and
I’ve been successful because of that. La Salle enabled me to be that way—there was
never a time when any one of my professors wasn’t willing to spend more time with me,
engage me, or offer feedback and encouragement,” he said. “I developed my confidence
and a lot of the skills that I’ve needed to become a CEO of a company at La Salle.”
He’s also started Rotella Productions and is a third of the way through the fundraising phase for The Judgment of Paris, a movie he’s making with screenwriter Robert
Mark Kamen, who, oddly enough, wrote The Karate Kid.
“Robert has a vineyard, and I stumbled upon his wine one day. It coincided with my
palate, so I began ordering it from him directly, having no idea he was the writer of one
of my favorite movies,” said Rotella, a major wine enthusiast. The two developed a
friendship based on their shared love of wine and, eventually, Kamen suggested they
work together on this movie. Rotella recalled his shock. “I said, ‘I know nothing about
movies,’ and he said, ‘I do, and I think you’re someone who can help me get this done.’”
The film will cover the industry-transforming event staged by Steven Spurrier in 1976
in which the best of the California wines beat the supposedly superior French offerings
in a blind taste testing. Unlike the Alan Rickman-led Bottle Shock, which focused
on the chateau that won the white wine category, Judgment of Paris will focus on
the winner in the red category—the Cabernet Sauvignon crafted by Warren Winiarski
of Stag’s Leap Winery.
“This is a rags-to-riches story about a guy who worked hard to overcome the odds, very
much like The Karate Kid in some ways,” said Rotella. “It’s surreal that I’m helping bring
an inspirational story like this to the screen with the guy who wrote the story that inspired
me as a kid. I couldn’t have scripted it that way, but here we are.”
—Frank Visco, ’08, ’14

1 9 9 0 Thomas A. McDevitt, CFA, CFP
(B.S.) of Philadelphia, Pa., co-founded Penn
Guardian Investment Counsel LLC and is
a registered investment adviser with the
Pennsylvania Securities Commission.
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1 9 9 1 Joseph P. McLaughlin Jr. (B.S., MBA
’97) married Kelly A. Crankshaw (B.A. ’93).
Albert J. Miralles Jr. (B.S.) of Winnetka, Ill.,
was appointed President of Long-Term

1 9 9 2 Robert M. Donahue (B.A.) of Mount
Laurel, N.J., a senior project manager with
Jack Morton PDG, a broadcast set design
firm, spent the summer working on a new
NFL studio for ESPN in Bristol, Conn.
Richard G. Poulson, Esq. (B.A.) of Philadelphia, Pa., was named a 2015 Lawyer of the
Year in labor law by BestLawyers, the oldest
and most respected peer-review publication
in the legal profession.

1 9 9 3 Kelly A. Crankshaw (B.A.) married
Joseph P. McLaughlin Jr. (B.A. ’91, MBA ’97).
Matthew J. Fee, Ph.D. (B.A.) of Syracuse, N.Y.,
is the Director of the Summer College for
High School Students at Syracuse University.
Albert T. Vertino III (B.A.) of Atlanta, Ga., was
named Senior Vice President of Programing
for Turner Sports and General Manager of
NBA Digital.

1 9 9 4 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Stan C.
Ostrowski (B.A.) married Nicole Deininger.
1 9 9 5 William C. Duff (B.S.) of Orlando,
Fla., was interviewed by Argyle Journal for
an executive forum, “Leveraging Customer
Satisfaction for Success,” as the Vice
President of Customer Operations for CHEP,
which specializes in leasing reusable pallets,
crates, and containers.
Mark A. Ricci (B.A.) of Collingswood, N.J.,
a sound mixer for NFL Films, was honored
with his eighth Emmy award, a 2014 Sports
Emmy for outstanding post-produced audio/
sound for Hard Knocks: Training Camp with
the Cincinnati Bengals, which aired on HBO.

1 9 9 6 William J. Ricchini (B.A.) of Brooklyn,
N.Y., wrote a song that was featured on
the soundtrack for the motion picture
The Fault in Our Stars. He performed “Tell
Me Once, Tell Me Twice” with his band,
Summer Fiction.
1 9 9 7 Raymond P. Necci Jr. (B.A.) of
Tolland, Conn., is the lead producer for
ESPN’s Mike & Mike, the biggest syndicated
sports talk TV/radio show in the country.
1 9 9 8 Kimber Shearer Maier, Esq. (B.A.) of
Takoma Park, Md., was named Counsel and
Vice President for Strategic Initiatives at the
International Republican Institute.

notes
1 9 9 9 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Kathleen M.
(Kinslow) Leckey (B.S.) of Yardley, Pa., joined
Lincoln Financial Distributors Inc. as Vice
President and head of strategy for Lincoln’s
retirement solutions distribution business.

Allison M. Guzowski (B.S.) of Staten Island,
N.Y., was named Advanced Therapeutic
Territory Manager at Smith & Nephew,
a global medical technology business.
Jessica A. Quilter (B.A.) of Philadelphia,
Pa., was named Development Director for
the Delaware Valley chapter of the Cystic
Fibrosis Foundation.

John P. Lohn Jr. (B.A.) of Gillette, N.J., was
interviewed for 20 Question Tuesday by USA
Swimming, published on usaswimming.org.

2 0 0 0 Joseph J. DeFelice, Esq. (B.A.)
of Philadelphia, Pa., was named a Rising
Star by Super Lawyers, a rating service
of outstanding lawyers who have attained
a high degree of peer recognition and
professional achievement.
Donna M. Massanova, CPA (B.S.) of Philadelphia, Pa., was elected to the board of directors
of Susan G. Komen Philadelphia.
Carey E. Reed (B.A.) of New York, N.Y.,
graduated with honors from Columbia’s
Graduate School of Journalism with a Master
of Science in digital media.

2 0 0 1 Sally K. (Atzrott) Bittner (BSW)
and her husband, Sam, welcomed a son,
Wyatt Daniel.
2 0 0 2 Robert Johnson (B.A.) of Philadelphia,
Pa., was nominated for an Emmy award by the
Mid-Atlantic chapter of the National Academy
of Television Arts and Sciences. He is the
Director of Multimedia Technology and
Social Media at La Salle College High School.
Marjilyn (Pakech) Murray (B.A.) and her
husband, Michael, welcomed a son,
Michael James.
Morgan Norful, J.D., CPA (B.S.) of Merrick,
N.Y., earned a law degree from New York
University in May.

2 0 0 3 Maria T. (Esposito) Cabata (B.S.)
and her husband, Timothy G. Cabata (B.S.,
MBA ’11), welcomed a son, Gino Louis.
John R. Ogden (B.A.) of Silver Spring, Md.,
serves as a member of the board of directors
of Donate Life Maryland, an organization
that registers organ, eye, and tissue donors.
Rogelio Romero Jr. (B.A.) of Chalfont, Pa., was
appointed Principal of the Samuel K. Faust
Elementary School in Bensalem, Pa.

2 0 0 4 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Lauren G.
Fritsky (B.A.) and her husband, Brendan
Haslam, welcomed a son, Finn Michael.

Grace L. (Motley) Smalley (BSN) and her
husband, Nick, welcomed a son, Charles.

Meredith Marakovits, ’05, the New York Yankees clubhouse reporter for the YES Network, landed the first
interview with retiring Yankees shortstop Derek Jeter
on Sept. 25, after his final game in Yankee Stadium.
A former La Salle volleyball player, Marakovits was
a Philadelphia 76ers sideline reporter for Comcast
SportsNet Philadelphia and a Phillies reporter for 950
ESPN Radio/97.5 the Fanatic before joining YES in 2012.

Michael E. Donovan (B.A.) of Norristown, Pa.,
was named in-house comedy producer at
Act II Playhouse in Ambler, Pa.
Joseph F. O’Toole Jr., D.Min. (M.A.) of Rochester,
Minn., is the Principal of Lourdes High
School in Rochester. He taught theology and
was the department chair during the 2013–
14 academic year and served as interim
president in 2013.
Lynn M. Spiegel (BSN) married Derick Dierks.

2 0 0 5 Julia R. Arrington (B.A., M.A. ’12)
of Philadelphia, Pa., was named Special
Education Lead at the KIPP Philadelphia
Schools, part of a national network of
college preparatory public charter schools.
Casey A. (Francis) Beck (B.A.) and her
husband, Joseph A. Beck III (B.S.), welcomed
a son, Joseph Aloysius IV.
Jeffrey A. Leauby (B.S.) of Fort Washington,
Pa., was appointed to the board of directors
of the Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia.
He is the owner of Rockwell Music Catalog
Inc., a music publishing company.
Sarah E. Kovacs-Peacock (B.A.) and husband
Ian welcomed a son, Sullivan Thomas.

2 0 0 6 Madelyn Burgoyne Norris (B.S.)
and her husband, Edward J. Norris (B.S.),
welcomed a son, Gavin Michael.

Vincent A. Tarducci Jr. (B.A., M.A. ’12)
and his wife, Christine M. (Denshuick)
Tarducci (B.A. ’07, M.A. ’11), welcomed
a son, Vincent Gianni.

2 0 0 7 William R. Kuchinsky (B.S.)
of Brigantine, N.J., was sworn in as a
firefighter-EMT for the Brigantine Fire
Department. He and his wife, Shana,
welcomed a son, Trey.
Lorraine L. Niba (MBA) of Hackettstown, N.J.,
was promoted to Director of Global Nutrition
Springboard at Ingredion Inc., a global ingredient solutions provider to the food, beverage,
brewing, and pharmaceutical industries.
William J. Smart Jr. (B.S.) and his wife,
Meghan, welcomed a son, Ryan Edward.
Christine M. (Denshuick) Tarducci (B.A.,
M.A. ’11) and her husband, Vincent A. Tarducci
Jr. (B.A. ’06, M.A. ’12) welcomed a son,
Vincent Gianni.
Christina J. Tofani, M.D. (B.A.) of Pennsauken,
N.J., completed her internal medicine
residency at the Hospital of the University
of Pennsylvania in June. She is a gastroenterology Fellow at Thomas Jefferson
University Hospital.

2 0 0 8 Caitlin J. Barrett (BSN) and David D.
Gruberg (B.S.) are engaged to be married
in Key West, Fla., on March 6, 2015.
William D. Evans (B.S.) married Isabella Ezri.
Kevin L. Hall (B.A.)
of Harrisburg, Pa.,
joined the law office
of Rawle & Henderson
LLP as an associate.
His practice focuses
on the defense of
commercial motor
vehicle companies
and their insurers.

Dino Dedic, CFA (B.S.) and his wife, Jenna,
welcomed a daughter, Evelyn Mia.
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notes
Bernadette K. McPherson (B.A.) of Rutherford,
N.J., is engaged to marry Brian Thomas. A
November 2014 wedding is planned.
Kasey F. O’Keefe (B.A.)
of Levittown, Pa.,
a special education
teacher, was honored
with the Excellence
in Education Award by
Vanguard School for

her positive impact on students and colleagues,
her pursuit of increased knowledge or skills
to improve performance, her rapport with
students and words of encouragement
for her coworkers, and her selflessness
and willingness to be of service in whatever
capacity needed.

2 0 0 9 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Kristin R.
Hextall (BSN) of Paupack, Pa., received

a Frank O’Hara Award from the University
of Scranton for academic achievement
in the Family Nurse Practitioner master’s
degree program.
Douglas M. Phelan, D.O. (B.A.) of Philadelphia, Pa., earned his Doctor of Osteopathic
Medicine from the Philadelphia College
of Osteopathic Medicine.

In Memoriam
1 9 4 2 Vincent T. Cipolla, D.O., of Upper
Darby, Pa., on May 26, 2014.

1 9 5 6 Br. J. Bartholomew Schlachter, F.S.C.
(B.A.) of Jersey City, N.J., on Aug. 16, 2014.

Joseph A. Nickels III (B.A.) of Philadelphia,
Pa., on July 9, 2014.

1 9 4 9 Joseph L. Battaglini (B.A.) of
Mt. Laurel, N.J., on July 11, 2014.

1 9 5 8 Charles T. Wahl (B.A.) of Ambler,
Pa., on Aug. 9, 2014.

1 9 6 8 Robert L. Conroy Sr. (B.A.) of
Lansdale, Pa., on March 8, 2014.

Joseph J. Cannon (B.S.) of Wynnewood, Pa.,
on Sept. 18, 2013.

1 9 5 9 William J. Kennedy (B.S.) of Ann
Arbor, Mich., on Aug. 31, 2014.

David J. Rose (B.A.) of Philadelphia, Pa.,
on April 17, 2014.

William J. Finegan Jr. (B.S.) of Levittown, Pa.,
on Aug. 3, 2014.

Vincent D. Valecce (B.A.) of Philadelphia,
Pa., on Feb. 23, 2013.

1 9 7 0 A. William Krenn (B.A.) of Santa
Monica, Calif., on Jan. 19, 2013.

Michael F. Newell Jr. (B.S.) of Westmont,
N.J., on May 19, 2014.

1 9 6 0 Vincent J. Murray (B.A.) of Lafayette
Hill, Pa., on July 5, 2013.

1 9 7 3 Francis H. Costello (B.S.) of
Waterford, Calif., on April 9, 2014.

1 9 6 2 Norman F. Forand (B.S.) of
Manchester, N.H., on May 13, 2014.

Kenneth W. Roper (B.S.) of Harleysville, Pa.,
on June 9, 2014.

Dennis J. O’Neill (B.S.) of Meadowbrook, Pa.,
on Aug. 21, 2014.

1 9 7 4 Cecile (Coady) DiBona (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., on Jan. 17, 2014.

1 9 6 3 Vincent P. Berry (B.S.) of Vero
Beach, Fla., on June 24, 2014.

1 9 7 7 Gary M. Knoerlein (B.S.) of Fort
Lauderdale, Fla., on May 3, 2014.

Thomas E. Mallon (B.S.) of New Hope, Pa.,
on Sept. 2, 2014.

1 9 7 9 Linda C. Robb (B.A.) of Philadelphia,
Pa., on Aug. 1, 2013.

1 9 6 4 John V. Adelsberger (B.S.) of New
Hope, Pa., on Feb. 15, 2014.

1 9 8 0 Charles L. Williams (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., on March 2, 2014.

James F. Cullen Sr. (B.S.) of Moorestown,
N.J., on March 28, 2014.

1 9 8 6 Robert R. Rosenheim Jr. (B.S.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., on Jan. 22, 2013.

1 9 6 5 Henry B. Potoczny, Ph.D. (B.S.)
of Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio,
on April 19, 2014.

2 0 0 0 Maj. Zachary R. Waity (B.A.) of
Arlington, Va., on Aug. 23, 2014.

William H. Tennant (B.A.) of Venice, Fla.,
on Sept. 29, 2013.

1 9 5 0 James Forsythe (B.S.) of Clearwater,
Fla., on Dec. 23, 2013.
Joseph L. Guerin (B.A.) of Warminster, Pa.,
on March 6, 2013.
Thomas E. Hoban (B.A.) of Philadelphia, Pa.,
on Feb. 16, 2014.

1 9 5 1 Robert J. Hunter (B.S.) of Boothwyn,
Pa., on June 18, 2014.
Br. Gregorian McLaughlin, F.S.C. (B.A.)
of Lincroft, N.J., on March 7, 2014.

1 9 5 2 George E. Botto (B.S.) of Wildwood
Crest, N.J., on March 29, 2014.
Eugene V. Donohoe, M.D. (B.A.) of Haddon
Heights, N.J., on June 9, 2014.

1 9 5 4 Harry B. Gemmell (B.S.) on
May 15, 2013.
John J. Hannan (B.S.) of Philadelphia, Pa.,
on Dec. 13, 2013.

1 9 5 5 Edward F. Hebda (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., on Dec. 29, 2013.
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George C. Stewart (B.S.) of Albertville, Ala.,
on June 3, 2014.

1 9 6 6 Robert P. Scullin, Esq. (B.A.)
of Corolla, N.C., on May 23, 2014.
1 9 6 7 Raymond J. Masterson (B.A.) of
Riverton, N.J., on March 5, 2014.
Frank J. Moffa III (B.S.) of Wayne, Pa.,
on July 26, 2014.

2 0 0 1 Jennifer E. Gampico (MBA) of
Ventnor City, N.J., on Feb. 10, 2013.
Maureen A. Worthington (M.A.) of Levittown,
Pa., on Jan. 4, 2014.

2 0 0 6 Anthony P. Gable (MSN) of
Warminster, Pa., on April 23, 2014.

notes
John P. Miller III (MBA) of Macungie, Pa., was
one of Lehigh Valley Business’ 40 under 40
honorees for 2014. He is the Chief Financial
Officer of First Commonwealth Federal
Credit Union.

Melissa A. Lipari (BSN) married Kevin S.
Trolene.

Elise M. Schlafhauser (B.A.) married Bob
Behbehanian.

Michael V. McCabe (B.A.) of Jenkintown, Pa.,
was featured in La Salle College High School
Explorer Magazine’s 30 under 30, a profile
of noteworthy high school alums under the
age of 30.

2 0 1 0 Eric B. McLeer (B.S.) married
Christie L. Wood.

William T. Nason (B.A.) married Amy E.
Esselman (B.S. ’13).

Jacqueline A. St. Pierre (B.A.) of Salem,
N.H., graduated cum laude from Boston
University School of Dental Medicine with
a doctorate of dental medicine.

2 0 1 3 Amy E. Esselman (B.S.) married
William T. Nason (B.A. ’12).

2 0 1 1 Brian M. McNamara (B.S.) married
Catherine E. Toto (BSN).
Anne C. (Duffy) Pokorny (MSN) of Philadelphia, Pa., was appointed Director of Nursing
Excellence for Einstein Healthcare Network.
She provides direction and leadership in all
areas that support professional nursing practice
and implements programs and practices that
promote nursing excellence, best practices,
and improved patient outcomes.

2 0 1 2 Jacob A. Dylik (B.A.) of Canton,
Mich., is the Assistant Manager of Corporate
Communications for PepsiCo. in White
Plains, N.Y.

Thomas J. Shattuck (B.A.) of Philadelphia, Pa.,
spent this past year as a Fulbright Scholar
teaching English on a small Taiwanese
island off the coast of mainland China. He
has since received a two-year scholarship to
study international relations at a university
in Taipei.

2 0 1 4 Anthony T. Carbone (B.A.) of Seaford,
N.Y., is a Lasallian Volunteer at De La Salle
Academy in Concord, Calif., serving as a coteacher for fifth- and sixth-grade mathematics,
language arts, and physical education.
Angelo A. Delorenzo (M.A.) of Washington
Crossing, Pa., is serving others spiritually
as a nationally certified chaplain since

During the Aberdeen Dad Vail Regatta in spring 2014,
three La Salle alumni participated alongside their
fellow Gesu School faculty and staff members in a
corporate boat that won third place in the Novice
Corporate Challenge Cup. (From left) Bob Gagliardi, ’73,
the school’s Finance Director, Julianne Mesaric, ’07,
Director of the Annual Fund and Special Events, and
Seán Lavelle, M.A. ’06, Vice President of Development,
were part of the team. Gesu is a North Philadelphia
independent Catholic school recognized as a national
model for inner-city education.

his retirement after 47 years in the insurance business.
Catherine M. Marasco (B.S.) of Yorktown
Heights, N.Y., is engaged to marry Cameron
M. Cabrera (B.A.) of Philadelphia, Pa., in
Miami, Fla., on Aug. 8, 2015.

WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT YOU!
If you have news, we want to know! Complete this form and send to: Office of Alumni Relations,
La Salle University, Box 830, 1900 W. Olney Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19141. Or update your
information at www.lasalle.edu/updateyourinfo.
Name:
Degree:

			
Class:

Address:
This is a new address:
City:

State:

ZIP Code:

Phone:

		

E-mail:

		
Job Title: 		

Name of Employer:
Work Address:
News:

Work Phone:

		

Privacy statement:
We use several sources to gather
information for Alumni Notes. If you
prefer not to have information about
you appear in La Salle Magazine
or the newsletter, please let us know
by checking this box:
Please send the following information on:
admission
planned giving
club activities
alumni-admission recruiting
volunteer activities
La Salle Fund
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FALL FUN FOR FAMILY WEEKEND
Nearly 300 families celebrated the first official
weekend of autumn by taking in some of the
fun fall activities at this year’s Family Weekend
in September. After a Welcome Feast in Treetops Café on Friday evening, many families
headed down to Citizens Bank Park, where
the Phillies rallied from behind for a win over
the Atlanta Braves.
On Saturday morning, chemistry professor
Michael Prushan, Ph.D., ’96, showcased the
fun side of science in a chemistry “magic”
show that wowed parents and kids alike. That
afternoon, many Explorers and their families
stepped right up to Union Patio to partake in the
Carnifall fun and enjoy an authentic carnivalstyle lunch experience in the transformed Union
Ballroom. Afterward, some took a bus trip to
the heart of Philadelphia’s historical district
to see the sights, while others got up close and
personal with exotic animals at the Philadelphia
Zoo—the oldest in the country.
The action-packed weekend came to a close
with the celebration of the family liturgy in the
De La Salle Chapel, followed by a Sunday brunch
with Interim President James P. Gallagher, Ph.D.

